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Sandy Plains Baptist Church 

JUNE 2015 

KIDS! JOIN US SUNDAY, JUNE 7th AT 11:00 IN 
THE STUDENT CENTER FOR OUR VBS 

PREVIEW EVENT 
 

SUNDAY, JUNE 14TH WE WILL ONLY HAVE ONE 
SERVICE AS WE HAVE A CHURCHWIDE 
VBS MUSICAL CELEBRATION AT 11:00 
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NEWS FROM THE PASTOR 

Sometimes we need to re-

view why we do the things 

we do. This gives us a re-

freshing outlook, a new per-

spective on what we wish to 

achieve. Start with where it 

began and why. Move to 

evaluating where it is and 

why. Then move to where 

we are going and why. The 

why is just as important, if 

not more so, than the where. 

We began a two service 

structure over a year ago 

because the one blended 

service structure was not 

achieving what we needed 

for church growth. Some 

people liked the blended 

style, others hated it and 

others were indifferent. Re-

gardless of which direction 

we moved the blend, toward 

the traditional or the con-

temporary, some people 

were upset; but more im-

portantly, guests told me 

that this was not the service 

for which they were looking. 

We moved to a two service 

structure, traditional and 

contemporary. Both services 

MISSIONARIES 
 

 Timer and Mary Ann 
Hartley, Northern Afri-
ca and the Middle East 

 Younis Farhat, Pastor, 
Asian-Indian Mission 

 Jim and Viola Palmer, 
United States 

 Hannah Redd, United 
States 

 Samantha Mullaney, 
Red Sea region in the  
Middle East 

 Josh and Rebekah Holt 
and baby Jan, England 

 Jan and Ed Kotynski, 
Wycliffe translators 

HOMEBOUND 
 

 Sandra Abney 
 Bill Barksdale 
 Sarah Bell 
 Hazel Burns 
 Roscoe Carden 
 Marilyn Carlile 
 Thelma Louise Chase 
 Jewel Coker 
 Eleanor Culberson 
 Jane Drake 
 Walker Elster 
 David & Betty Hilburn 
 Louise Hunter 
 Sue Moyer 
 Lorene Quinette 
 Horace Richardson 
 Emmalene Rogers 
 

have shown movement, but 

enough? In a word, “No.” 

There is an old saying, “The 

mark of a dying church is no 

babies.” With a blended ser-

vice, we had no babies. 

When we began a contem-

porary, we had 6-9 babies 

for a while. There are three 

reasons the trend did not 

continue. First, a worship 

service alone will not keep 

young couples returning to 

the church. Second, many of 

the initial couples moved out 

of our area. Third, low num-

bers in the late service affect 

some who visit. 

What many of us do not stop 

to consider is that we are 

attempting to grow some-

thing from virtually nothing. 

If it was a new church plant, 

it would be easier because it 

would not have the expecta-

tion that is tied to an estab-

lished church. i.e., a worship 

center two-thirds full at 

11:00 Sunday mornings. So, 

what to do? 

We are addressing the first 

two issues, the third is the 

result of the first two. Janet 

Porter has put a lot of hours 

into planning our VBS pro-

gram, as we attempt to raise 

it to another level this year. 

It is one of our largest out-

reach programs for children. 

We will then have follow up 

with the families who do not 

have a church home. In addi-

tion, we are attempting to 

grow our small group minis-

try. People want to be part 

of small groups. The tradi-

tional structure of Sunday 

School and worship service is 

not enough. Younger people, 

especially but not exclusive-

ly, want a small group in 

which to become involved 

and build relationships.  

Prayer is being made in be-

half of our ministry. Leaders 

of VBS are praying for new 

families to be gained through 

our efforts. A group of men 

are meeting Friday mornings 

to pray for the church, led by 

David Huckeba. It would be 

good if we had more men’s 

prayer groups seeking God’s 

face.  



YOUNG IN HEART 
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Our power source is prayer 
 

Our church is to be Christ-like 
 

Our sacred activity is worship 
 

Our mission is to reach people 
for Christ 

 
Our responsibility is to disciple 

believers 
 

Our message must remain  
unchanged while our  

methodologies change 
 

Our calling is to be involved in 
a servant ministry 

 
Our resolve is to do ministry 

through a “kingdom 
vision” 

  
Our quest is to do ministry 

with excellence 
 

Our desire is to be faithful 
stewards 

The Leadership Meeting is on 

Sunday, June 7th at 4pm in 

C-18. 

Young In Heart will meet 

Thursday, June 18th at 

11:30am at Bells Ferry Park. 

 

 

The WMU Council Meeting 

will be on Wednesday,  

June 3rd at 6pm in C-6. 

Women On Mission:  

Mission Seekers will meet 

on Thursday, June 4th at 

10:30m in C-18. 

 

 

Caring and Sharing will 

meet on Thursday, June 18th 

at the home of Melita Con-

rey beginning at 7pm. 

We will go to Heritage on 

Sunday, June 28th at 4pm. 

The Senior Men’s Meeting 

will be Tuesday, June 30th in 

the Fellowship Hall at 10am. 

UP AND COMING 

We had 34 members and 2 guests at the meeting on May 21st.  

Our speaker, Betty Smith, spoke about her many and various 

missionary experiences.  Our next meeting will be June 18 and 

will be a picnic at Bells Ferry Park on Bells Ferry Road.  We plan 

to eat around 12:00 noon.  If you have any questions, please 

call Mary LaRue. 

Vacation Bible School and 

Music Camp are set for June 

8th-12th. We will take your 

kids to uncharted  

territory where they will 

begin to understand that 

obedience to God can lead 

them beyond the expected. 

So, toss the map, stick close 

to your guide, and prepare 

to listen for God’s direction 

in this journey that is  

unknown to us, but known 

by Him. 

Online registration is now 

available on our website. 

Please contact Janet Porter 

for more information on VBS 

and Bryan Paine for more  

information on Music Camp. 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL / 

MUSIC CAMP 

Respect".  The study will 

begin on June 4th at 6:30pm 

and continue through the 

end of the year.  If you are 

interested in learning more 

Have you ever wondered if a 

small group was right for 

you?  Dick and Janet Porter 

invite you to join them for 

their next study, "Love & 

SMALL GROUPS 

about small groups, please 

contact Janet  Porter at 

janetporter@ 

sandyplains.org.  

IN 
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Creator Worship  

"You are worthy, O Lord, 

to receive glory and honor 

and power; for you creat-

ed all things, and by your 

will they exist and were 

created." Revelations 4:11 

NKJV  

These were the words 

spoken by the twenty-

four elders which John  

witnessed and recorded 

in the Revelation of Jesus 

Christ. These twenty-four 

elders hold an enviable 

position in John's vision. 

Seated around the throne 

of God, they have access 

to the grandest  

revelations of the Creator 

and his Son. These  

revelations produce 

 worship responses that 

only those who have  

intimate relationship with 

the King dare to offer. 

Their relationship with the 

King is evident for only 

those with such intimacy 

are given such access to 

the throne room. Five 

times in Revelations it is 

stated that God is worthy 

to receive glory, honor 

and power. To give him 

glory, honor and power 

means that God alone 

deserves to have all eyes 

look to him, to be noted 

above all others and to be 

seen as valuable and  

precious. He is to be  

esteemed in the highest 

degree and to have all  

power and strength and to 

be power itself. In other 

instances glory, honor and 

power are mentioned along 

with thanksgiving, strength, 

wisdom, riches, blessing and 

might. To be worthy to  

receive something means 

there has been some action 

performed by the recipient. 

Why is God worthy? He  

created all things! Thus, he 

has met the requirements 

and is worthy to be wor-

shiped. The Greek word 

used here for created 

 expresses the idea of  

proprietorship of the  

manufacturer. God fabricat-

ed or originally formed all 

things. By his will, (his  

determination, choice,  

purpose, volition, or decree) 

they exist. In other words 

by his determined choice 

and for his specific purpose 

he decreed the existence of 

all things.  

 

 

 

NEWS FROM THE WORSHIP PASTOR 

"For by Him all things were 

created that are in heaven 

and that are on earth, visible 

and invisible, whether 

thrones or dominions or  

principalities or powers. All 

things were created through 

Him and for Him. And He is 

before all things, and in Him 

all things consist."  

(Colossians 1:16-17) 

 

 In Psalm 148 all of creation 

is commanded to praise 

God because, He command-

ed and they were created. 

To participate in heaven's 

worship service we must join 

with the elders and the rest 

of creation in offering unin-

hibited praise and worship 

to our Creator.  Let's worship 

Him! 

  

Bryan Paine 

"Love God Completely, 

Love People Deeply" 

THE NATION'S 

STRENGTH 

I know three things must 

always be 

To keep a nation strong 

and free. 

One is a hearthstone bright 

and dear, 

With busy, happy loved 

ones near. 

One is a ready heart and 

hand 

To love, and serve, and 

keep the land. 

One is a worn and beaten 

way 

To where the people go to 

pray. 

So long as these are kept 

alive, 

Nation and people will  

survive. 

God, keep them always 

everywhere 

The hearth, the flag, the 

place of prayer. 
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CHURCH STAFF 
 

Dr. Alvin Southerland 
Senior Pastor 

al@sandyplains.org 
 

Bryan Paine 
Worship Pastor 

bryan@sandyplains.org 
 

Gary McEntire 
Pastor to Students 

gary@sandyplains.org 
 

Janet Porter  
Children’s Director 

janetporter@sandyplains.org 
 

Terri Butler 
Preschool Director 

terri@sandyplains.org 
 

Dr. Don Mason 
Pastor to Senior Adults 

 Year-To-Date 
Budget: 

$286,000 
 

Year-To-Date 
Offerings: 
$298,470 

 
Special 

Offering: 
$13,387 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

Beginning On Thursday, June 18th from 8pm until 9pm, we are inviting all women interested in 

a 6-week Bible Study to join us in the Fellowship Hall. To insure that we have materials for eve-

ryone, please contact Amy Kline at 770-480-2203 or by email at amymichellekline@gmail.com 

by June 16th. We look forward to growing together in Christ. 

THANK YOU 

of you who had a part in 

planning the day to honor 

me. It was evident that a lot 

of thought, planning and 

work took place to make 

today happen. You are all 

like a family to me and I love 

each of you. As I said earlier 

I cannot thank you enough 

for the wonderful day I expe-

rienced today. I was so 

touched by the kind words, 

the beautiful plaque and the 

generous check.  The lunch 

provided after church was 

most delicious. I thank each 

retirement is here but Gene 

and I will continue to wor-

ship and serve at Sandy 

Plains. 

In Christian love, 

Angie Spiva 



God is SO good!!  He has given me my dream job when I didn’t even know that it would 

be my dream job.  I am now the Children’s Director and it is truly a gift from God.  I am 

grateful for this opportunity and excited about what God has planned for the children here 

in our church and the children that are yet to come!  I am quickly learning about the minis-

try and all that it involves.  I am also learning that working in ministry means that I will have 

days when things happen as planned (Yeah!) and just as many days when I need to be flexi-

ble and patient while working for God.  I look forward to serving God and His children as we 

work together as a church to minister to the young people here and in our community. 

We have some fun things planned for the summer and we are planning for a fun fall, too!  

Here’s what I know today: 

 VBS/Music Camp June 8th-12th 

 Pre-Teen Kids Camp   June 23rd-26th 

 Family Missions Fun in July 

 AWANA Kick-Off Party August 12th 

If you need more information about an event OR would like to help in the Children’s 

Ministry, contact me via email (janetporter@sandyplains.org) or call me at the church.     
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STUDENT MINISTRIES 

 

We are the Student 

Ministry of Sandy Plains 

Baptist Church. 

 

We are about joining our 

minds with the mind of 

God.  

 

We are about denying our-

selves and lifting up Christ.  

 

We are about submitting 

our will to the will of God.  

 

We are about merging 

heart, soul, strength and 

mind into one dedicated 

purpose: to love God and 

to love others.  

 

We are about becoming 

one in Spirit with other 

Christ followers.  

 

We are about becoming 

one with the One.  

We are about: 

the FUSION 

CHILDREN   JANET PORTER 

SUMMER CAMP - JUNE 17th-21st 

Please pray for our students as they prepare to attend our annual Student Life Conference 

in Orange Beach, Alabama. We will be joining with about 1500 other students as we wor-

ship and learn how to come to the table of Christ. Pray that our group will grow in unity 

with each other and with God. 

 

STUDENT CENTER RENOVATION 

As soon as we get back from camp, we are going to charge into our Student Center 

renovation project. We will be upgrading lights, staging and décor.  We are looking to cre-

ate an environment that our student will be proud of and excited about enough to bring 

their friends. We will also be using this venue on Sunday mornings for our children as we 

roll out our upgraded version of Worship KidStyle! 

 

6TH-12TH GRADE   GARY MCENTIRE 

mailto:janetporter@sandyplains.org
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2825 Sandy Plains Rd / Marietta, GA 30066 

770.971.8525 / www.sandyplains.org 

LIVE LOVE SERVE 

CALENDAR AT A GLANCE 
 
3   WMU Council Meeting, 6pm (C-6) 
4   WOM: Mission Seekers, 10:30am (C-18) 
7   Leadership Meeting, 4pm (C-18) 
8-12  VBS and Music Camp, 9-12 and 12-3:45 
17-21  Student Camp, Orange Beach, AL 
18   Young In Heart Picnic, Bells Ferry Park, Noon 
28   Heritage, 4pm 
30  Senior Men’s Meeting, 10am (FH) 
 

REGULAR WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
 
Sunday 
 9:30 AM Classic Worship 
    9:30 AM  Bible Study 
  11:00 AM The Awakening Worship 
   11:00 AM Bible study  
     5:00 PM Evening Activities  
     5:30 PM One Step Further (W.C.) 
     6:45 PM Band Rehearsal 
 
Tuesday 
   12:00 PM  Prayer Group (C13)  
  
Wednesday 
     6:30 PM Student Sign Language /  
  Activities 
 6:30 PM Adult Bible Study 
    6:30 PM Choir Rehearsal 
 
 


